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10/8/2010 10/8/2020

Equipment Compatibility and Accessibility 

Closed Captioning

Video Description

Accessibility Act of 2010 Chart of Deadlines
These dates are based on the maximum time allotted by statute and may shift to earlier dates, or be delayed, based on when the Commission and/or the Committee actually act.

10/8/2012 - 5/15/2013
Initiate inquiry into 
video description 

for programming on 
Internet and state 

of video description 
(within one year 
from phase-in)

10/8/2014
Begin placing into service navigation 

devices with accessibility buttons 
(at least two years after regulations)

12/8/2010
Advisory Committee Established 
(within 60 days from enactment)

12/8/2010
Advisory Committee Established
(within 60 days from enactment)

10/8/2020
Begin phase in of video description 
to additional 10 DMAs per year (ten 

years from enactment, based on Report 
to House Energy Committee and Senate 

Commerce Committee)

4/8/2011
Advisory Committee First Meeting
(within 180 days from enactment)

10/8/2011 - 10/8/2012
Phase in of video description 

compliance following 
reinstatement of regulations

2/23/2014 - 2/23/2016
Two Years

10/8/2011
Advisory Committee report to Commission 

on closed captioning (within 6 months 
from Advisory Committee first meeting)

4/8/2012 - 4/8/2014
Begin phase in of closed captioning compliance

10/8/2010
Accessibility Act 
signed into law

10/8/2010
Accessibility Act 
signed into law

2/23/2014 - 9/26/2016
Phase in of video description to top 60 DMAs by 10/8/2016

(following reports to Congress, within 6 years from enactment)

4/8/2012
Advisory Committee report to Commission 

on video description, emergency information, 
user interfaces, and video programming guides 
and menus (within 18 months from enactment)

10/8/2012 - 10/8/2014
Two years

4/8/2012
Revise closed captioning rules for 

programming delivered on IP (within 
6 months of Advisory Committee report)

4/8/2011
Advisory Committee First Meeting
(within 180 days from enactment)

5/15/2013 - 2/23/2014
Report to Congress 
on video description 
for programming on 
Internet and state of 

video description
(within one year 

from inquiry)

10/8/2015
Begin placing into service navigation 

devices with accessibility to visual menus 
(at least three years after regulations)

10/8/2010
Accessibility Act 
signed into law

4/8/2013
Proceeding on emergency information 

to visually impaired (within one 
year from Advisory Committee report)

10/8/2011
Reinstate video description rules 

(one year from enactment)

10/8/2012 - 10/8/2015
Three years4/8/2012 - 10/8/2012

Prescribe decoding regulations for video description 
and emergency information (within 18 months of Advisory 
report on video description, et al)
Prescribe regulations for accessibility of digital apparatus 
(within 18 months of Advisory report on video description, et al)
Prescribe regulations for accessibility of navigation devices 
(within 18 months of Advisory report on video description, et al)

10/8/2020

10/8/2020

10/8/2020

2/23/2016 - 5/17/2016
Proceeding to implement 

additional video description 
regs (at least two years 

from reports to Congress)

10/8/2019 - 10/8/2020
Report to House Energy 
Committee and Senate 
Commerce Committee 
on video programming 

(nine years from enactment)

10/8/2011 - 4/8/2012
Prescribe decoding regulations 

for closed captioning (within 6 months of 
Advisory report on closed captioning)
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